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DEACON’S GALAXY 
Greetings! I know that it has been a while 

since anyone has contributed to this column. With all 
that is going on around us, I am not sure where to 
begin. There has been a lot of uncertainty recently 
with COVID-19 wreaking havoc on our lives and our 
world. We have been told to stay in our houses, avoid 
contact with others and many of our simple pleasures 
have been taken from us.  
 It would be very understandable if we became 
self-centered and worried only about ourselves. Bu 
that is not what has been happening. We are seeing an 
upsurge of caring, of simple Christian charity. And 
that is what this Brotherhood is all about. 
 We can despair at what we see around us. We 
can blame so many influences or people. But there is 
one fact that remains throughout all of this: Jesus 
came to save us from our sins and to teach us to live 
together in harmony. 
 In the 15th Chapter of John’s Gospel, Jesus 
tells His disciple that he has a new commandment for 
them. He tells them to love one another. Really, that 
is not something new. When asked about the Greatest 
Commandment, Jesus replies with love of God and 
then love of neighbor. No earthshattering new 
theology here. Jesus is quoting from the books of 
Deuteronomy and Leviticus. But the way that Jesus 
expects us to live out those two commandments is 
presented in the way He explains what He means in 
John’s Gospel. Jesus continues on and then makes a 
qualifying statement. Jesus tells His disciple to love 
one another as He has loved them. 
 On Holy Thursday, that command sounds like 
a nice thing to do. Feed the hungry, tend to the sick, 
respect one another. But on Good Friday… 

 Jesus expects us to pour out our lives in 
service to others. We are not worthy of the name of 
Christian if we are not doing exactly that. This is an 
opportunity to respond to what the Lord wants us to 
do. This embodies our call as Baptized men of Christ 
and as Knights. It is a shame that it took a pandemic 
to draw this out of some. We have been doing it all 
along. Keep up the good work. 
     Deacon Mike 

GRAND KNIGHT’S GALAXY 

Dear Brothers, 
 
I hope all are well and that you are continuing to stay 
safe from the COVID-19. We are in the Green phase, 
but once again bars, restaurants and casinos are closed 
and gatherings are not to be more than 25. However, 
what does it mean for Council 4925? Well, we can go 
to mass, if you reserve a seat and wear your mask. 
When can we meet in-person, set up a Penny Drive, 
or set up a Tootsie Roll Drive? Only time will tell! I 
still have no word from Christ the Divine Shepherd as 
to when we may resume using Biedenbach Hall for 
our meetings. With that in mind, our next meeting is 
set for July 13, 2020 at 7:30 pm through ZOOM. Go 
to https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84641021602 
 
You will be able to see us and we will be able to see 
you. Our meeting last month went very well as there 
were 22 brothers who zoomed in. It is certainly not 
the same as in-person, but we are able to conduct 
business in an efficient manner.  
 
I would like to congratulate the brothers who were 
elected as officers at our June 8, 2020 meeting. We 
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have an excellent group of brothers to lead us through 
20-21.  I would also like to offer a huge thank you to 
Bro. John Prazenica for all of his hard work as 
Financial Secretary over the past 3 years. He has been 
a great help and resource to me. Also, a huge thank 
you to Bro. Ross Zappa for assuming the position of 
Financial Secretary.  
 
At this point, I do not know if our meeting for August 
10, 2020 will be in-person meeting or ZOOM 
meeting. You will be notified. 
 
I hope all my brothers had an enjoyable 4th of July 
holiday. Keep the faith my brothers, this coronavirus 
will end some day (hopefully sooner rather than 
later). That’s about all I have to say except to wish 
my brothers well and STAY SAFE!  
 
Vivat Jesus 
Pete 
 
TREASURER’S GALAXY 
          Our treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio, will make the 
following report at the July 13, 2020 meeting:  
$14,949.97 prior bank balance, $130.00 income, 
$561.05 expenses, $14,518.92 balance, $0.00 
committed funds, $14,518.92 funds available.   
 
The Bishop’s Project balance stands at $0.00 as of 
June 1, 2020 as a check for $722.50 was mailed to the 
Project Treasurer. Due to the coronavirus isolation, 
there have not been any Penny Drives or Tootsie Roll 
drives to add to our total.      
 
Over the past month, the Council made the following 
donations: $500 – Christmas baskets. Our total for the 
2019-20 fiscal year ends at $19,345.46. This total 
does not reflect any Bishop Project funds.  
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
          The election of officers to lead Council 4925 in 
the 2020-21 fiscal year was held on June 8, 2020 on 
the ZOOM meeting. The following brothers have 
been elected: Bro. Pete Bobich - Grand Knight, Bro. 
Ron Morra - Deputy Grand Knight, Bro. Robert  

Schnelbach - Recorder, Bro. Paul Fabrizio - 
Treasurer, Bro. David Fennessy - Chancellor, Bro. 
Thomas Cocchi - Advocate, Bro. Joseph Balcik - 
Warden, Bro. Robert Condrac - 3 year Trustee, Bro. 
Craig Wilmotte - Outside Guard, Bro. Andrew  
Cucanato - Inside Guard, Bro. Steve DeLuca – 
Alternate Guard, Bro. Keith Brown (past GK) - 
Delegate to State Convention, Bro. Ron Morra - 1st 
Alternate to State Convention, Bro. John Prazenica - 
2nd Alternate to State Convention, and Bro. Thomas 
Cocchi, Bro. Mark DeFabio, Bro. Chris O’Malley and 
Bro. John Prazenica - Delegates to the Pgh. Chapter. 
Congratulations to these brothers and may they enjoy 
much success in 2020-21.  
   
THE BISHOP’S PROJECT 
          The 2020-2021 campaign began on Mar. 1, 
2020 and will run to Feb. 28, 2021. At this point, we 
have sent $722.50 to the Project Treasurer. Due to the 
coronavirus, it may be sometime until we are able to 
raise any more funds. Our Penny Drive and our 
Tootsie Roll Drives have had to be suspended due to 
the coronavirus. We hope to get them up and running 
when we get the all clear to return to our normal lives.      
  
BLESSED FATHER MICHAEL McGIVNEY 
          On May 27, 2020, Pope Francis approved a 
promulgation of decree recognizing a miracle 
attributed to Fr. McGivney. An unborn child facing a 
life-threatening illness was healed in utero through 
prayers offered by the family in the name of Fr. 
McGivney. He is now recognized as “blessed” and 
the next step will be sainthood.  
 
FINANCIAL RELIEF FOR FAMILIES 
          The current pandemic has affected some of our 
members due to layoffs, furloughs, closing of a 
business, etc. If you are experiencing financial 
hardships due to the current pandemic, please let us 
know. The Relief Committee may approve up to $500 
in a fiscal year (July 1 through June 30) for a family. 
The committee may only grant a total up to $1,500 in 
a fiscal year. The financial support we provide may 
be used for any need a family may have.  
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NEW FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
          After three very productive years as our 
Financial Secretary, Bro. John Prazenica has stepped 
down from the position and will move on to other 
work in the Council. The Council extends a sincere 
thank you to Bro. Prazenica for his untiring efforts in  
keeping our Council up to date with the Supreme 
Council and in a strong financial position.  
 
As of July 1, 2020, our new Financial Secretary is 
Bro. Ross Zappa. He has been approved by Supreme. 
Bro. Zappa has served our Council as a trustee for a 
number of years and he has been the co-chair of the 
Christmas Basket Committee. The Council extends a 
sincere thank you to Bro. Zappa for agreeing to 
assume the position. 
 
KNIGHT AT THE RACES 
          Our chairman, Bro. Tim Jacob, has already set 
next year’s race date as Jan. 22, 2021. Hopefully the 
COVID-19 virus will be a thing of the past by then.  
 
TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE 
          As of now, we have no idea when we will be  
able to hold a Tootsie Roll Drive. So, our chairman, 
Bro. Greg Blake has recommended a virtual drive. 
Seems like everything today is virtual! He would like 
the brothers to go to the web site for the Bishop’s 
Project at http://www.bishoipsprojectkofc.org/donate 
to make a financial donation and note that you are 
from Council 4925.  
 
TAP SCHOLARSHIPS 
          The deadline for applications was June 30,  
2020. The Council will select the recipients at the 
audit meeting on July 14, 2020. We will award 10 
scholarships this year in the amount of $500 each. 
The funds will be forwarded to the recipients’ 
respective schools prior to the beginning of the school 
year.      
 
FOURTH DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION 
          A Patriotic Degree Exemplification has been 
set for Aug. 16, 2020 at the Doubletree by Hilton in 
Cranberry. I have not been made aware of any 
postponement or 

cancellation of this event. The deadline to submit an 
application is July 24, 2020. If you have reached the 
3rd degree and would like to become Sir Knight in the 
4th degree, please contact our Financial Secretary for 
an application form. The day will begin with Mass at 
11:00 am, registration from 12 Noon to 1:30 pm, 
exemplification at 2:00 pm and the banquet at 5:00 
pm. There will be a Ladies Luncheon at 1:00 for any 
wives who may attend. Candidates are to wear a dark 
suit, white shirt, black socks and black shoes (no 
tuxedo is required). The cost is $70 per applicant. 
Brothers of the 4th degree who would like to attend 
the event will be charged $40 for the banquet paid 
through your Assembly. Hotel rooms may be secured 
by calling the hotel at 724-776-6900 and the cost will 
be $115 a night.  
 
COLOR CORPS 
          If you are a 4th degree Knight, please consider 
becoming a member of the color corps. The leader of  
the corps is our own Bro. Joe Burke III and he wanted  
to make sure that all of you are aware that the corps is 
available for the wake and funeral of all brothers who  
have reached the Knighthood (old 3rd) degree and the 
Patriotism (old 4th) degree as well as their spouses.  
The corps is looking for members to join the corps. If  
you are interested, please contact Bro. Burke 412- 
736-3673 or email jpburkeIII@verizon.net The 
Supreme Office has now turned over the sale and 
distribution of the new uniform to The Supply Room.  
This company makes uniforms for all of our military 
services. If you would like to purchase a uniform, 
contact Jim Craig at 800-458-5180 ex 168. 
 
 
OUR INSURANCE AGENT 
          Geoffrey Geoff is a member of Council 4242.  
He is well versed in fraternal affairs having served as 
a District Deputy and all of the chairs on the Council  
Level. He can be reached at 412-915-5217 or email to 
Geoffrey.Crowe@kofc.org Bro. Crowe is readily  
available to help brothers fill their insurance and 
financial needs. Bro. Crowe is obligated to meet with  
Knights who have insurance at least once a year. If 
you are contacted, please be kind. The Knights of 



This logo is meant to remind us to   
mail our member donations NOW!  
    

Columbus enjoy the highest rating from A.M. Best.  
Bro. Crowe has noted that the Knights have a new 
product available called variable option whole life.    
 
WEB SITE 
          WWW.KofC4925.ORG is our new website.  
Take a look at what’s available on-line. Add your 
Prayer Requests at any time; have access to the  
Compass, our newsletter, including past editions 
(dating back to 2006); have access to our past – the 
legacy that is our foundation; have access to a list of  
the chairmen of our various projects; link to sites of 
interest.  The News & Announcements and the Events  
Calendar will be updated and changed regularly so 
bookmark this site so you may visit it regularly.  The 
site will continue to evolve into a volunteer 
scheduling and, perhaps even allow dues payment on- 
line. More to come! A very big Knights thank you is 
extended to our Financial Secretary, Bro. John 
Prazenica, for all of his hard work and time spent in 
maintaining the site.  
 
COUNCIL DUES 
           Dues continue to be only $24 a year. If you 
have not paid yours, please submit your dues in the 
amount of $24 to Bro. Ross Zappa, 386 Willow 
Hedge Dr., Monroeville, PA 15146 as soon as 
possible.  
 
PICNIC 
          The Annual Council picnic is scheduled for 
Sunday, July 26, 2020 at Outlook Park on Thomas 
Street in Monroeville. According to our Grand 
Knight, Bro. Pete Bobich, the event is still going to 
happen. However, once again, it all depends on the 
coronavirus and whether there are any more 
restrictions on numbers.  
 
GOOD AND WELFARE 
          The Council received a thank you note from 
Divine Mercy Academy for our $3,000 donation to 
help in purchasing new signage for the school.  
 
Fr. Al Zapf has retired and he will be living in a 
private residence. He indicates he still will be  

available to perform priestly duties on a limited basis 
when needed. The Council sends its best wishes to 
him for a very enjoyable retirement. Fr, Larry Adams 
has replaced him as Team Moderator with Fr. Thom 
Miller and Rick Thompson as team members. Fr. 
Faustine continues in his residency while continuing 
his education.  
 
Bro. Ed McDermott is in charge of sending get well 
wishes to brothers who may be experiencing sickness. 
If you know of anyone who is sick, please contact 
him and he will send get well wishes for our Council.  
 
Bro. Frank Bursic was ordained as a deacon on June 
13, 2020 and he performed his first service as a 
deacon at St. Bernadette Church on June 14, 2020. 
The Council extends its best wishes to Bro. Bursic in 
his future endeavors. He has been assigned to Holy 
Family Parish (Plum, Verona, Oakmont).  
 
Even though we now have two (2) churches open for 
Mass, the number of people able to attend has been 
severely restricted. This, of course, has a direct effect 
on the offertory collection. The bills keep coming. 
Obviously, they need to be paid, but with the reduced 
offertory collections where does the church get 
money. You can certainly help in this situation by 
mailing your donations directly to the church or go to   
https://www.christthedivineshepherd.org  and sign up 
for online giving. Please do not forget about our 
parish in these trying times.  
 
Our planned June 22, 2020 social gathering at the 
small pavilion by the Lourdes Center had to be 
cancelled due to the fact that the Boy Scouts had a  
function there on that date.  
If you are a veteran of our military services or you 
know of a veteran who is in need of physical or 
mental health, please call the VA Help Line at 1-800- 
273-8255.   
 
The Council still has a large number of magnets. If 
you would like to purchase a He Is Risen Magnet or  
a Keep Christ in Christmas Magnet, please contact  
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our chairman, Bro. Robert Schnelbach at 412-915-
9075 or email to schnels0827@gmail.com Magnets 
make a nice gift. 
 
NECROLOGY FOR JULY 
 
Remembering Our Deceased Brothers 
July 4, 1987 Charles W. Franklin 
July 4, 2016 Mark Wojton 
July 7, 2016 PGK Patsy Boccardi, Jr. 
July 18, 1973 Francis X. Cassidy 
July 19, 1977 Joseph Imro 
July 21, 1996 Roger V. Guella 
July 23, 1966 Jesse Stewart 
July 23, 2011 Joseph L. Santangelo 
July 27, 1994 Robert E. Dalton 
July 27, 2014 Charles C. Passmore 
July 28, 2019 Raymond E. Ankenbrandt 
July 29, 1990 John Holtschneider 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  
perpetual light shine upon them! May their souls and  
the souls of all of our dearly departed brothers rest in  
peace. 
 
SICK LIST: Viola Pensinger, Angie Hernandez, 
Nicole Carson, Karen McDermott, Maria DiNatale, 
Lois Lewis, Joan Syrek, Tony Pasquarelli, Ruth 
Keller, Mark Heckman, Sr. Alice Halterlein, Marilyn 
Hart, Clayton Bossart, Skylar Scott, Tim May, Leo 
Hajdukiewicz, Dennis Wilkinson, Joann Pergula, 
Kimberly Fisher, Chris Gurski, Shirley Thens, Dave 
McDonald, Rick Varlotto, Dee Gallagher, Jim 
Marshall, Charlie Hogue, Ted Novak, Katie 
McMahon, Kathy Ankeny, Suzanne Kraynak, Santos 
Hernandez, Richard Manning, Cathy Scott, P.J. 
Bobich, Joe Gurski, Lorraine DeFabio,  Denis  
Marney, Marge Barton, Tom Bianculli, Marie 
Donnelly, Marge Fisher, Laura Garman, John 
Howard, Joe Myers, Dave Pirro, John Winfrey, Paul 
Huber, Lyndsey Wengrzyn, Mary Ann  
Vecchio, Madge Brown, Jane Hooton, Bill Trisohina,  
Blake McLean, Joe Tominello, Bill Syrek, Jim 
Halterlein, Neal Ciorra, Sean Hayden, Fran Myers, 
Sarah Keller, and Dwight Hutton.      
 

DECEASED: Rege Laughlin, Judy Boehm, Rose 
DeMarco, Jane Bobich, Mary Pat Cortazzo, Marty 
Kelly, Dom DiNinno, Gene Schnelbach, Harold 
Becker, Dora Becker, Paul Zemba, Florence Zemba, 
Maverick Pike, Dee Van Nest, Charlie Meyers, Dr 
Angelo DiPiazza, Ramon Maldonado, Francisco 
Velazquez, Donald Murray, Jose Enrique 
Castilloveitia, Virgil Dechant, Stephanie Strell, John 
Furchak, Jean Rutter Rings, Stephen Prazenica, Carol 
Marney, Mary Marney, Edward Riley, Joe Nese, 
Vince Ventresca, Earl Olson, Bill White, Ray 
Ankenbrandt, Tom Delaney, Rollo Vecchio, Sylvia 
Bonacci, Mark Kay, Janet Nonamaker, Rev. Bill Kiel, 
Tom Egan, Jack Backus, Hank Sepp, Rev. Michael 
Matusak, Mary Ellen Bodnar, Joyce Burke, Corrie 
Huchel, Nalani Johnson, Karen Bartan, Camille Cash, 
Jack Yakovich, Rose Hribik, Rose Trantor, Kevin 
Garland Sr., Kevin Garland, Jr., Louis Pugliese, Talia 
Scholl, Bill Helfrich, Dwight Hutton, Norm Vargo, 
William Hadjukiewicz, Paul Patla, Jan Rawson, 
Hubert Hayden, Ruth Hayden, Craig Thompson, 
David Adama, Al “Butch” Pugliano, Robert Coyne, 
Leslie Sparks, Pauli Caruso, John O’Malley, Leonard 
Damratowski, Edward Kosar, Edward St. Andre, 
William May, John Yanniruberto, Guy Caranfa, Sam  
Cariati, Fr. Richard Czopinski, Leo Duman, Angelo 
Liberto, Bob Merten, Bob Mineo, John O”Donnell, 
Glen Russell, Connie Vaskov, Jack Welch, and Joe 
Weber.   
           
Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may 
perpetual light shine upon them. 
 
So, that is it for this month brothers! The coronavirus 
continues to throw a wrench into our regular 
schedule. I can-not tell you when the next in-person 
meeting will be. However, we now have the ability to 
meet virtually. There is a meeting set for Monday, 
July 13, 2020 at 7:30 pm. Get on the computer or 
your I-Phone and dial the site located in the Grand 
Knights Galaxy section of this letter. Brothers, keep 
safe and keep praying!    
 
Hoping you had an enjoyable 4th of July.  
    Vivat, Jesus – Paul 


